Kootenai County Republican Central Committee

Rating and Vetting Program

The KCRCC has developed a process of informing local voters about
candidates running for both partisan and non-partisan offices. We have
found that some candidates who subscribe to be Republicans do not
necessarily hold strong Republican values. Furthermore, Precinct
Committeemen are frequently asked for information about candidates and
issues. The Precinct Committeemen’s job is to know their constituents and
to keep them informed about candidates and ballot measures.

For this reason, the KCRCC has implemented a Rating and Vetting

Program whereby candidates are rated by the Precinct Committeemen.

FOR CANDIDATES:
Rating Criteria:

We will be searching for and rating men and women of good character,
virtue and integrity, and who hold constitutional and traditional values.

The KCRCC encourages candidates to participate in this process and other
opportunities to present themselves to the voters such as forums, town
halls, social media, speaking before the KRCC, and “Meet and Greets.”

Please tell us the following information about yourself:

Mike Stavish
Position Running For: CDA School Board Trustee Zone 2

Website: Mikestavish.com

Name:

Tell us a little about yourself and your family, how long you have lived in the
area and your occupation.



Please answer the following questions:

1.

Do you have experience as an elected official and if so, what was
your position, and how would you describe your voting record?

No, | do not have experience as an elected official. | have been in leadership
positions in a few student body organizations when | was in college. | own and
operate my own business. My voting today tends strongly conservative, which
evolved from a libertarian lean when | was younger.

Please tell us about your activity as a Republican. Have you
previously voted for candidates of other parties? If yes, explain.

| have almost always voted for the Republican candidates. There are a few
exceptions: when the candidate was unopposed, but | regarded them as good
people, Walt Minnick (D) in 2008 to replace the embarrassing Bill Sali (R), and
again in 2010 because | believe he did a good job, though Raul Labrador was
a decent rep as well. Labrador earned my votes in 2012 and later.

What is the purpose of government?

The government serves the people's needs which cannot be met otherwise.
We need government for items like police/fire, bureaucratic management, and
to enforce the laws as our representatives pass them. The government is
ultimately the proxy for the social norms and how the people would like to live.
We like public roads, assurances to private property and civil rights, and open
access to public goods, so we have government to make and safeguard them.

Describe why you are running for this particular office. What are
your qualifications? What are your goals?

My main inspiration is my daughter, who entered middle school this year. These formative
years are vital to her future well-being, and | want to do everything | can to ensure that. When |
met Casey Morrisroe and he informed me he was not running again. | figured that was a sign |
should step up. Some months passed and the disaster that was the series of funding levies
was in full swing. After looking closely at the issue, | blame most of the social outcry on
extremely poor messaging from the board itself, and the remainder on being a bit tone deaf to
the people and the times. | believe | can direct much better messaging. The items themselves
are mostly details, but there are a few BIG issues that people want to know about. | would
name two of them as money spent vs results and inappropriate sexual material and
sexualization. There have been a few questions raised, and | want the answers and
assurances that some of these gross things we hear happening elsewhere are not happening
here.

Describe experiences where you are or have been engaged such as
non-profit organizations, clubs, churches, boards, commissions, etc.,
where you have been of service to others.

| view my business as the biggest service | can give to others. If | can provide

what they need and make their lives better, then | am fulfilled. In college | was
the treasurer for a business group. | played guitar for a local church years ago.



Do you describe yourself as fiscally conservative? Please,
elaborate.

Yes, absolutely. | own a small business, and my superpower is the ability to
design systems that do the same thing for less effort and/or money. My father
started the business in 1972, and when | started in 2006, we needed three
regulars and many temps to do the work. Today, my systems have cut costs to
such a degree that we no longer needed any regulars (yes, | work alone now)
and about half the temps. The result has allowed me to work less for the same
money. | use that time to expand into other business and now run for office.

Do you consider yourself as socially conservative? Please elaborate.

Yes, absolutely. My view on this has evolved over 15 years. Living in our
lovely area insulated me from social and cultural rot that exists in other places
in America. We are good people here, and we mostly have the same social
values. But my maturity and widespread travels around the world has shown
me that we are only incidentally spared from this rot. If we want to conserve
our lives, families, religion, communities, and schools, then we *must* be
socially conservative. We *must* protect and encourage and incentivize the
values that produced this amazing place.

Describe which party platform best aligns with your positions on
public policy (Republican, Democrat, Libertarian or Constitutional
Party) and where do you disagree with that platform.

Republican, but that can vary greatly by area. | find our local republicans are
usually pretty good, but I'm not afraid to call them out. When it comes to
actually reducing the size of our bloated governments, as the Constitutionalists
will say, the Republicans often just give lip service. Nationally, they seem

impotent to any political action. They get elected, but once there they squish
like a grape. | reject liberalism as a tenable political philosophy.

Do you have any history of tax liens, criminal record, bankruptcy or
conflict of interest that may affect your future decisions or desirability
to be voted into office?

No.



10. Describe how you will make yourself available to your constituents
and vote as their representative with FORTITUDE, adhering to the
values and answers you have stated above.

| will be available at all meetings that | can reasonably make, and | will have
and currently do have a public email listed on mikestavish.com. | am a
headstrong person. | am staunchly analytical. | do not weary easily from
discussion on tough topics. | can be persuaded, but it will take a clear line
between facts, logic, and effects to do so. If that doesn't happen, | will feel no
shame to vote accordingly, even if that angers my peers, the other trustees.

The answers to these questions will be the basis of the ratings you will
receive and the issues we would like addressed by you in other settings.

In previous elections there have been cases where two well-rated
candidates running against a third poorly rated candidate will “split the vote
leaving the poorly rated candidate with the win. In such a case where two
candidates may split the vote, the KCRCC Election Committee will
encourage the candidate with the second highest rating to drop out and run
again at a later time.

Those who fail to respond to this questionnaire will likely receive lower
ratings.

Please respond by the date requested of you, typically soon after the
candidate-filing deadline.

FOR COMMITTEEMEN:

The Rating and Vetting Program is designed to assist the KCRCC in
getting information to the voters in your precinct through walking, mail,
social and other media, and passing out sample ballots. In order to identify
the very best candidate for each race, your job as an elected Precinct
Committeeman is to vet then rate using the criteria above stated AND by
confidentially contacting each other for additional information. It is your
obligation to submit final ratings at a time and place designated by the
Election Committee.
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